  
       
[image: ]        The United Benefice of    Coalbrookdale, Ironbridge and 
                Little Wenlock.  
   In the Deanery of Telford Severn Gorge and the Diocese of Hereford         






[image: ]















The world’s first Iron Bridge, built in 1779 by Abraham Darby III, spanning the River Severn.
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                                                                            Welcome and overview                                                               1.
Thank you for taking the time to read through this document, we look forward to welcoming one of its readers to our community.
Are you looking for a place in Paradise? Paradise Coalbrookdale is the location of The Rectory, and it is currently vacant awaiting its next tenant. If this has piqued your interest please read on.
We are a welcoming United Benefice of three churches, Holy Trinity, St Luke’s and St Lawrence’s. Each church set amongst a rural or semirural location in the Severn Gorge and World Heritage site. 
All three churches have received the bronze “A Rocha UK” Eco Church award. “A Rocha UK” is a partnership of churches and organizations that enables participants to demonstrate their care for God’s creation through worship, teaching and practical actions, by caring for nature in reducing environmental damage, working to protect species and their natural habitats and to address climate change. The churches in the Benefice actively manage the church yards to encourage wild life and native flora. We are working to introduce eco – friendly measures in our buildings that will reduce our carbon footprint. Children attending JAM services are involved through teaching them about God’s creation and how to care for it, art and craft, and planting bulbs. We are also encouraged to take the ethos into our own homes and lives. It has been a very rewarding project and we look forward to working towards the next award level.
We are blessed to have Carilyn Simkin as Reader and two retired NSM’s (who retain their licence to officiate) Revd Pam Jordan and Revd Janet Edwards to support us in spiritual ministry. PCC’S and Church Wardens collaborate to ensure a cohesive approach throughout the Benefice. 
  During the tenure of our previous incumbent, we made great progress with the direction and engagement of Ministry within the Benefice. New initiatives were introduced and embraced by the PCC’s and Church family. “Fresh Expressions, Café Church and JAM” all had a positive effect without taking away from the traditional services we enjoy. There was literally something for everyone. We would want to continue this approach and are willing to work wholeheartedly with the next incumbent to build on this, particularly with a desire for new opportunities for prayer and Christian learning.
A “Parish News” magazine of 1100 copies is distributed locally, with its advertising supporting local businesses.
We acknowledge that the ministries of lay people need to be encouraged and expanded. Our small congregations limit what may be possible, but not what is achievable with imagination and enthusiasm.
All three churches have seen a decline in the number of young people we engage with. This is an area that needs addressing The last year has been very challenging for us, with more low points than high but we will bounce back with the right person to guide us. As one of our members has so elegantly voiced - “Restoring joy in the knowledge of God” We look forward to welcoming our next Rector, not only to our Benefice but to the glorious location of the Severn Gorge in Shropshire. 


                          [image: ]               Jesus And Me (JAM) activity table                                       


  
 [image: ] 
The Toilet twinning display which was part of a celebration lunch, marking the collaborative fundraising effort that provided five toilets/Latrines in poorer countries.     


                                                                                    





                                                                           Benefice Who’s Who                                                                          2.
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A message from the Assistant Archdeacon of Ludlow                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                 Firstly can I thank you for looking at this profile. I hope you will find it an inspiring opportunity for someone with a real heart for innovative mission in the heart of this community working hard to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ in this extraordinary historic and beautiful place. The gorge is the cradle of the Industrial Revolution and is a ‘World Heritage Site.’ As such it has a multitude of creative opportunities which should appeal to someone with a pioneering desire to reach out and embrace the creativity which is manifest within it. As the parishes come to terms with the aftermath of COVID there will be many opportunities to build upon the relationships the church has already as you will join with colleagues and parishioners in ‘Proclaiming Christ ; growing disciples.’
The Diocese of Hereford has warmly supported the deanery for many years with the financial support necessary to staff the parishes, and this benefice has just been incorporated into a new group ministry with the neighbouring two benefices of St. Michael’s Madeley, and Sutton Hill and Woodside. The new appointee will find skilled and warm hearted colleagues to minister alongside them. Within the group we have also added an Intergenerational Missioner to this support in order to strengthen our opportunities in the area and capitalise on our strong links ecumenically, and in the local schools.
There is a real openness to work with the local primary school and this will be a key part of the new incumbent’s work, and building up work amongst families and young people will be a vital part of preparing the benefice for the future.
The new incumbent can expect to be well supported within the diocese with housing, training and personal development. All newcomers to the diocese are given a mentor for their first six months in post alongside senior staff support, and an incoming induction programme.
I hope as you read this you will be inspired; feel the creative heart of this community, and that God will guide you in your discernment as you weigh whether to apply.
[image: ]




Simon Cawdell.         

                                                                        


 Introduction from the Rural Dean
 
 This Deanery offers a ministry that is untypical of the Hereford diocese as a whole, which is largely rural and so we offer exciting opportunities within very different environments.  Telford Severn Gorge (TSG) gathers in both Urban Priority areas in the south of Telford New Town and deeply rural parishes.

The Coalbrookdale Benefice is one of the four benefices which make up the Deanery of Telford Seven Gorge. The four benefices include nine churches in ten parishes with a total population of around 33,000 spread across the deanery. We are an active Deanery with a Chapter which has built good personal relationships over many years. 

The Deanery Synod meets three times a year and is working towards meeting the aims of the Deanery Mission Action Plan. We have a good and supportive Chapter and Greater Chapter operating in our Deanery. Our benefices support and encourage one another even though a wide church tradition is seen across the deanery. Our Deanery Standing Committee is made up of: Rural Dean, Lay Co-chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Deanery incumbents. We have the support and attendance from all our PCC’s. 

Severn Link Group has recently been completed and launched. Coalbrookdale, Ironbridge, Little Wenlock, Madeley, Sutton Hill and Woodside are now in a “Group” together. The group will cement the excellent close working relationships within the group and our collaborative style in which we seek not to do separately things we could better do together. There is a more detailed explanation of the group elsewhere in this profile.

We have historically met parish share asked of us, but this has not been on a level with the cost of four incumbents. Grants have been given by the diocese to enabled ministry to carry on at a four-incumbent level over the years, although for four years our deanery did dip down to three incumbents. More recently we have built up a strong and supportive ministry team including readers, curates, ministers in secular employment, retired clergy as well as our Intergenerational Missioner. 

The Deanery will provide a warm and supportive welcome to the new incumbent of the Coalbrookdale, Ironbridge and Little Wenlock Benefice, and we look forward to [image: ]

welcoming you to our parishes soon


                                                                                                    

                                                                                Rev’d Christopher Penn
                                                                                                    Rural Dean

                                                                                                                                                                                           5
                                                                           Severn Link Group (SLG) 
             


The Severn Link Group is the group of parishes comprising of Coalbrookdale, Ironbridge, Madeley, Little Wenlock, Sutton Hill and Woodside, within the Deanery of Telford Severn Gorge within the Diocese of Hereford. There are three incumbents of equal status in the group:

	Vicar of Sutton Hill and Woodside 
	Revd Dawn Taffinder

	Vicar of St. Michael’s 
	Revd Alan Walden

	Rector of Coalbrookdale, Ironbridge & Little Wenlock 
	Vacant



Everyone works collaboratively, as far as is appropriate, in all areas of Church life particularly in outreach, ministry, and training. The working motto is ‘Not to do things separately that we could do better together’. There is a commitment to foster in the parishes a sense of being a part of the wider group (SLG) as well as the Telford Severn Gorge Deanery and the Diocese of Hereford.

All the clergy meet weekly for prayer and business, then monthly for forward planning. They enjoy an excellent working relationship. Lent groups, school outreach, marriage preparation, and funeral ministry are examples of the growing number of ways in which the ministry is shared. Each PCC retains its independence within the SLG. However, no parish or incumbent may unilaterally withdraw from the Group. 

There is a Group Council comprising of incumbent clergy and one representative from each PCC. This Council has a communicating and liaising role between the PCC’s within the Group. There is a wish that the role of the council be further refined and building on the how the clergy work across the group, that this is expanded into lay led initiatives. The council meets five times a year and is chaired for one year in turn, by each of the incumbents. 

The group has a curate, three retired priests with permission to Officiate, two readers and an intergenerational missioner. Incumbents have pastoral oversight of their respective parishes and the expectation is that the Vicar of Ironbridge, Coalbrookdale and Little Wenlock would worship within their benefice approximately three Sundays out of four, and swap with other clergy across the group on other Sundays. Across the group there is also lay involvement in services, including reading and leading prayers, resulting in members of the church family furthering their ministry. Over the last two decades there have been several vocations to both ordained and reader ministry. 

All member parishes in the Group have an up to date Safeguarding Policy, based on the Diocesan model, with an experienced and trained Safeguarding Officer

                                                                                                                                                                                              6.
                                                                                Statement of Needs                                                                         
Our Strengths and Challenges  
We are a welcoming friendly and compassionate community. Our congregation numbers are small, but with willing hearts and spirit we work diligently to reach out to the wider community to demonstrate the Word of God and Christian values in everyday work and lives.
The main challenges for us are to maintain and increase joy in the knowledge of God, encourage others of all ages into our church family, and ensure that our churches have a sustainable future.
Strengths of local and church communities include:
· The close bond of the people in our churches and communities, and the desire of all churches in the Severn Link Group to work collaboratively.
· The natural beauty of the area set in a World Heritage site, steeped in the history of the Industrial Revolution, enabling engagement with visitors.
· Easy access to the wider conurbation of the West Midlands
· Excellent amenities. 
· Several schools from Primary to 6th form Academy close by.
· Medical Practice
·  Local and Mall shopping available with many artisan producers.
· Leisure facilities either locally or very close by, including rowing, golf, swimming, indoor bowling, as well as those offered at the Leisure centre and Fitness centre attached to the Abraham Darby School.
Challenges facing our church and local communities include:
Flooding risks and land movement. Because the River Severn runs through Ironbridge, flooding is an inevitable fact of life, which affects many homes and businesses. The Gorge is constantly moving due to its geological foundation of sandstone. Extensive work has been done over decades to shore up the Gorge but it will always be an issue. Whilst all of our churches are not affected by seasonal floods, we recognize our pastoral calling at such times.
 
Traffic and Parking. A World Heritage site that attracts thousands of visitors from all around the world; this has both advantages and disadvantages. The roads are narrow, and with The Gorge being a relatively compact space, we do experience some traffic issues. While all of our churches have very little parking available which inhibits some elderly members attending services, there is an opportunity to develop tourist potential.

Demographic of church and local population.
There are fewer younger people attending church or being engaged with by our churches.
All congregations are of a predominantly older age group
Local communities of Ironbridge and Coalbrookdale are tourist attractions. Most traders don’t live in the town. Museum sites, hospitality, hotels and B&B’s offer the majority of employment opportunities. Little Wenlock is a rural location, again with an older age group population with very little local employment opportunity. 
Going forward with a renewed heart and spirit
Our mission is to:
· Build on the ideas and progress we made during the past 10 years of the previous     incumbency, and engage with God’s heart of justice, healing, and hospitality in this special area.
· Explore new ways of delivering God’s word to those in Church and the wider community.
· Offer opportunities for individual spiritual growth, through prayer and Christian learning
To achieve these goals we are looking for:

· A person who is prayerful

· A person with a strong sense of pastoral ministry who is able to reach all sectors of the community.

· A person who will teach, challenge, nurture and support us.

· Someone who is able to promote ideas for delivering the Word of God and who enables spiritual growth either individually or communally. 

· Someone who is a good communicator and listener

· A person who permits, encourages and enables the process of active ministry for all.

· Someone who is approachable and accessible who is willing to collaborate in planning and working towards our shared priorities. Also who isn’t afraid to roll their sleeves up and get stuck in where necessary!

· A person with a good sense of work/life balance.

· Someone who will collaborate with the PCC ‘s in providing welcoming, safely maintained church buildings and safe work place practices and protocols, who will be au fait with the legal processes involved in meeting these commitments.
                                                      
                                                           
                                                            Pattern of weekly services – Pre-Covid                                                          7.
                                                                
                             St. Luke                                             Holy Trinity                               St. Lawrence
                            Ironbridge                                        Coalbrookdale                           Little Wenlock
1 st Sunday       11.00a.m                         6.00 pm                                     11.00 a.m                                                                                   
                            Holy Communion           Evensong (BCP)                        Holy Communion               
2nd Sunday     11.00 a.m                          11.00 a.m                                     9.30 a.m
                        Prayer & Praise                 Holy Communion                       Morning Prayer 
3rd Sunday      11.00 a.m                          11.00 a.m                                    9.30 a.m
                        Holy Communion              Prayer & Praise                          Holy Communion
4th Sunday   11.00 a.m                            11.00 a.m                                     3.00pm
                       Prayer & Praise                  Holy Communion                        Fresh Expressions.                                                                               
5th Sunday                                                       United Benefice Service
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Coalbrookdale is a small village on the southern edge of Telford, and retains much of its original identity.  It is an integral part of the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site.
[image: Pool][image: DSCF0236]








Much of the existing housing was built to accommodate the employees of the Coalbrookdale Company in the 18th and 19th centuries, and these are scattered along a steep, tree-lined valley.   In the mid 20th century council houses were built at the top of the parish at Sunniside and also along Lower Paradise (near the present Rector’s House) and at the bottom end of the village at Dale Road.  Many of these houses are now privately owned.
Coalbrookdale has a mixed age population.  The village has a very friendly, well equipped Co-Op, good public transport to nearby Madeley, Telford Town Centre and Shrewsbury.  It has a Medical Centre, a Public House,  Community Centre and a popular, well performing C of E (aided) Primary School.  There is limited local employment but industrial estates are within easy reach.  Ironbridge Gorge Museum and café offer some employment, along with the school and tourist accommodation.
[image: Chancel]Holy Trinity Church
[image: DSCF0235][image: aisle H]



Holy Trinity is a beautiful building that glorifies God and expresses the prosperity of the Dale in the mid 19th century.  It was endowed by Abraham Darby IV with the support of his family who had become Anglican converts from Quakerism.  Connections with the Coalbrookdale Company and the Ironworks can be seen everywhere inside the building and the surrounding churchyard.  The chancel is beautiful with a star-spangled ceiling and there is a fine east window. 
Plans have been approved to update the Choir Vestry and create a display area at the rear of the church. A grant from Heritage Lottery has been received.
There are many outstanding features including an excellent organ and a rare 16th century Flemish stained glass window depicting The Last Supper.  The fabric of the church is in good repair.  There is a peal of 10 bells, which are regularly rung by a dedicated team of ringers.  The churchyard is well maintained and yet still provides a haven for wild flora and fauna.
At present the congregation is small. Our average attendance at church services during 2019 was 15, most of whom are loyal, regular communicants.  The number on the electoral roll is 31. Many church members are involved with village activities e.g. Women’s Institute, Gardening Club, school volunteers etc.  We are conscious however of the need to grow our congregation, and whilst we see the value in what we do, we also see the need to make changes to encourage others into our church family. We hope that our new incumbent will work with us and lead us in this objective.
Although there is no dedicated Church Hall, the local Community Centre is used as and when required, and well used by Scouts, Guides and other local organisations. A long established ladies fellowship (Holy Trinity Wednesday Club) meets monthly in the church.
A recently renovated outbuilding at the local school provides a Benefice Office attached to a Meeting  Room, currently used by the school during the day, but available for church activities such as study groups and meetings.  Five PCC Meetings are held throughout the years which are well attended by elected members.
Holy Trinity is the only church in the Deanery offering Choral Evensong (BCP) once a month
The church attracts many visitors from all over the world, and in particular parties of school children visiting the area who are involved with history projects. At present the church is not normally open outside worship times, but a notice by the front door tells how to locate key holders who are more than willing to open the church.  
Members enjoying the social life within the church:[image: ]
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[image: ]Harvest Thanksgiving

Fundraising at local event
Refreshments after a service
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Working Party in 
Churchyard
 Participating in Diocesan
      ‘Ride and Stride’
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Summer Fayre




  
                                                                                


[image: church pp 005]                                                                    Ironbridge Parish Profile                                                                   9.             The Parish is situated in the beautiful setting of The Ironbridge Gorge, a World Heritage site and birthplace of the Industrial Revolution. The Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust administers several sites around the Gorge highlighting the historic importance of the area to worldwide visitors

                         
Ironbridge has a population of approx 4000, encompassing a mixed age and skills base. Major developments due to take place on a redundant power station site and the Coalbrookdale Works AGA site will greatly increase the population and affect amenities and transport issues.
Many of the local residents commute to the wider conurbation of the West Midlands for work purposes. The cost of property in The Gorge has risen extensively and prohibits young local families from joining the property ladder.
Transport is a major issue affecting particularly the older generation, as the location is enveloped by steep hills surrounding the Gorge, and there is a poor regular bus service.
The local business community is aimed at embracing the tourism generated from the history of the area. There are many eating and drinking establishments along the short stretch of The Wharfage. Several gift shops also cater for the tourist trade.
This area is subject to repeated flooding from the River Severn which flows through the heart of the town, and has resulted in major long term disruption to residents and businesses. Temporary flood barriers are deployed but their effectiveness is now under review.
The area is well served by amenities. Convenience stores are within a half mile radius with larger shopping centres 1-9 miles away. There is a Post Office, Doctors surgery at Coalbrookdale and schools from Primary to 6th form Academy within a short distance.
Leisure activities are centered around W.I, Lions Club, Rowing club and a leisure centre and swimming pool about a mile away at the Abraham Darby School
Local characters have also made an important contribution to the “celebrity” status of the area, namely Billy Wright England & Wolves footballer who was born in Ironbridge, Eustace Rodgers the last coracle maker, Author Edith Pargeter (a.k.a Ellis Peters of Cadfael novels fame) who was a supporter of St Luke’s



The Parish Church of St Luke 
St Luke’s Church was built in 1837 and is a focal point of the Gorge, commanding an imposing position on a hillside overlooking the Ironbridge.
[image: church pp 004]The church is unique in that the orientation of the tower is reversed, and is situated at the East end, and the shallow Chancel at the West end, as the ground beneath couldn’t sustain the weight of the tower at the West end. The striking stained glass windows depict Saints Peter, James and John. The remaining window frames are made of iron which is an unusual feature in the church. An area in front of the chancel is laid with local Maws tiles.
The church yard is a “closed” site and is maintained by the local authority. A Garden of Remembrance was created following a landslip at the rear of the church in 2001. This offers a quiet place for rest and contemplation and is welcomed by visitors and local people.
                [image: ]         St Luke’s is a welcoming, friendly community. Congregation numbers have decreased significantly due to the age and health issues of the majority of members, especially as a result of the pandemic, with an average weekly attendance of 21.Running beneath the churchyard is a tunnel leading to 119 steps, linking Church Hill with The Square below.      

St Luke’s is a member of the Shropshire Churches Tourism Group, and has taken steps to enable the building to remain open during the week to welcome visitors from Easter to mid September.
An issue that has a great effect on the Church is its location on a steep hillside and at the top of the 119 steps. There are inadequate parking facilities which prohibit some elderly members of the congregation from attending.
The financial position of St Luke’s, considering the current pandemic situation, is fairly good. We have previously been able to pay our Parish Share in full, but the substantial decline in income during the pandemic in 2020 has meant that we were unable to meet the full commitment. The financial balance sheet for 2020 is attached in Appendix 1. We welcome families with children and have a specific Children’s play area for their use and a separate room for JAM to meet. We embrace the social aspects of fellowship by providing refreshments after every service and have a designated seating area for this.
The challenges we feel that face us in the future, surround engaging with the local community in their places of work, and being open to suggestions to service patterns that meet the needs of everyone.
St Luke’s is widely used for Baptism and funerals and occasionally weddings. We are hopeful that once the internal decoration is addressed, weddings will become more frequent. A “follow up” ministry for these families is encouraged and has proved welcomed.
A fellowship group, “Prayers for Israel” meet monthly at St Luke’s to pray for the people and situation in the Holy Land.        
We are fortunate to have toilet and kitchen facilities in St Luke’s, but the re-ordering that was planned for internal decoration and a disabled toilet had to be postponed but we are hopeful that we are able to proceed in the coming months.
Usually we meet every Sunday at 11 a.m for a Eucharist or Praise and Prayer service. During the pandemic services have been held on a 3 week rota basis with our sister churches or online when lockdowns have occurred. We have a flourishing Facebook page, with worldwide followers, that has proved invaluable during the pandemic
                                 [image: ]A socially distanced, Covid - secure United Benefice service at St Luke’s

Festival services at Easter and Christmas are very well attended and the Children’s Crib service, held on Christmas Eve has become a long standing local tradition, as has the Christmas Tree Walk Fundraising event.                            

           [image: flood]               [image: flood2]             [image: flood 3]
During the recent floods in Ironbridge, we collaborated with our local Tesco store, who donated groceries that enabled us to distribute breakfast sandwiches and hot drinks to the Environment Agency, Council staff and local businesses.

                                                                   Little Wenlock Parish Profile                                                                 10.                                                                                                                                            
[image: C:\Users\Admin\Desktop\My documents\TOSHIBA\Church\LW PP 2021\1. Aerial View of Little Wenlock Village.jpg]In the centre of the parish, the village of Little Wenlock at 720 feet above sea level is one of the highest villages in Shropshire. It is beautifully situated to the east of the Wrekin hill, in an ‘Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’; whilst to the south, there are stunning views of Wenlock Edge, Brown Clee and the South Shropshire hills.

The rural parish of Little Wenlock extends from the western fringe of Telford to the Wrekin Hill and the northern rim of the Ironbridge Gorge. The parish embraces part of the Shropshire Way footpath, contains two sites of special scientific interest, several wildlife sites and nature reserves, as well as ancient monuments and areas of historic interest. Within the parish there are 14 Grade II and one (St Lawrence Church) Grade II* listed buildings.
Some two thirds of the parish’s population of approx 500 live in the village. Community facilities include a modern village hall and playing field, run by a dynamic committee; a public house with a community-minded landlord; and the church itself, which is often a venue for concerts and lectures. As well as being voted Shropshire Village of the Year in 2005, we went on to win the Western England Environmental Award in the national competition. The judges were looking for ‘well balanced, pro-active caring village communities which, irrespective of size, have made the best of local opportunities to maintain and enhance the quality of life for all inhabitants’.


The ParIsh Church of St LawrenceThe church is the oldest building in the parish, and like many of our ancient parish churches is of a hybrid character. Built of stone and brick, the earliest part of the building (the present Lady Chapel) dates from the 12th century, with the list of incumbents going back to 1260. 


[image: C:\Users\Admin\Desktop\My documents\TOSHIBA\Church\LW PP 2021\2. Church and South Churchyard (1).jpg]
1. [image: C:\Users\Admin\Desktop\My documents\TOSHIBA\Church\LW PP 2021\5. Wedding Group in North Churchyard.JPG][image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\Summer Fair.jpg] 2.1. Wedding group in the North Churchyard
2. At the Summer Fair
3. Royal Arms George 1V
4. Ascension memorial window
5. At the Christmas Fair

3.[image: C:\Users\Admin\Desktop\My documents\TOSHIBA\Church\LW PP 2021\3. Royal Arms of George IV.jpg]     4.[image: C:\Users\Admin\Desktop\My documents\TOSHIBA\Church\LW PP 2021\4. East Window.jpg]           5. [image: ]
Significant extensions and enlargements took place in the medieval period (original nave, now the north aisle); the 17th century (tower) and the 19th century (present nave and chancel, and porch). Notable interior features include a cast-iron grave slab of 1611, which is the earliest of its type in the county; the restored Royal Arms of George IV a rare local example; and the magnificent Forester memorial stained-glass east window of 1875 depicting the Ascension. Having been extended in 1851, the churchyard was levelled some sixty years ago and a new graveyard acquired a couple of hundred yards from the church. Retaining some of the earliest tombs, part of the churchyard is maintained in a manner that supports and encourages wild life and the growth of wild flowers. 
Major renovations, including storm-water drainage, re-roofing, re-wiring and re-decorating, were completed in 2008, financed by a heritage lottery grant and funds raised by the former Friends of St Lawrence. In recent years kitchen and toilet facilities, and a new oak porch door have been added, funded by grants and bequests in memoriam. Churchyard maintenance is part-funded by an annual grant from the Parish Council, and working parties from congregation and village are formed when needed.
Church affairs are administered by the Rector, churchwarden and a PCC of seven members, who work closely with our colleagues in the other benefice parishes. Volunteers undertake the preparation for services organizing the reading/sidesman rota and cleaning and flower arranging duties.
Worship The regular pattern of public worship (pre-pandemic) is as detailed in the Pattern of Weekly services information. The church is open on a Saturday (10 am-4 pm) as part of a lottery grant requirement, and this provides an opportunity for private prayer. The church is also open for private prayer on Wednesdays and Sundays (10 am-4 pm). Pre-pandemic, services were officiated on a rota basis by the Rector, Curate, Lay reader and occasional visits by ministers from neighbouring parishes in the deanery. Lectionary readings are undertaken by members of the congregation. Bell ringing takes place, usually on a monthly basis and for special occasions.  Services moved online during lockdowns.
The electoral roll of 34 indicates the support the church gets from the community, but this is not reflected in the size of our congregation of mostly the 60+ age group, although we were pleased to welcome two younger families from outside the benefice on a number of occasions. Attendance is usually below 15 at Sunday services, but this is boosted by far higher numbers at Christmas, Easter, Harvest Festival and Remembrance Sunday, and also at baptisms, weddings and funerals. Between last July and early January, the size of our three -weekly benefice service was usually over 20. 
Ministry In addition to providing for the spiritual well-being of our congregation and others who come to us, we also see our role as serving the wider community, both in this parish and beyond. Members of our congregation are part of a network actively involved in visiting vulnerable members of the community and helping with their shopping and other tasks. We support a number of events promoted by the Village Hall committee (with a PCC representative on that committee), such as the Christmas Fair, Burns Night (initiated by former PCC members) and the Summer Fair - with proceeds shared by the Village Hall and the church, and also the over 60s Lunch Club.  The church itself is used for annual concerts, occasional talks, and offers a guided historical tour in conjunction with a local garden’s ‘Open Garden’ event.   
  1.[image: ]                                  2.[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\7. Burns Night (1).jpg]   

3.[image: ]1. Open Gardens in the village
2. Burns Night
3. Concert in church

                                               
                                        
                                             Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge C of E (aided) School                                                     11.
 This school is one of the largest CE aided schools in the Hereford Diocese and members of the three PCC’s are involved as governors or voluntary workers .The children attend Holy Trinity for special services eg Harvest Festival and at the end of term when those moving on to Secondary Education are presented with Bibles.
Coalbrookdale & Ironbridge Nursery is also based at the school, which provides a stimulating environment for children two and a half years old to school age.
Twice a month parents/carers are invited to Coalbrookdale Community Centre for refreshments, providing an opportunity for pre-school children to play and for all to enjoy socialising.
           
[image: ]




A message from the Headteacher.
“As a school, Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge Church of England Primary, greatly values the church foundation whilst upholding strong links with the local churches. 
“Open the Book” sessions were thoroughly enjoyed by all children and staff - a popular event we are looking forward to restart once schools can welcome visitors again. We would greatly welcome other members of the church into school to support the sharing of Biblical stories and Christian teachings to provide additional insight and teaching of the Christian faith. The school has participated in events throughout the year to celebrate Christian festivals including Harvest, Christmas, and Easter. A service is also held for Year 6 to celebrate their journey through school and provides an opportunity for children to reflect on their spiritual journey so far and where this may lead.  
We have a great desire to work closely with the new Rector who will open further avenues to support and develop the Christian ethos of the school and help to ensure our Christian vision is at the heart of all we do. We welcome a vicar who would regularly lead worship in school, alongside term- time school church services. To encourage mutually beneficial links, we would look to support the work of the church with the families we serve and the local community. Joint ventures would be greatly supported which would aim to benefit both the church and children’s learning experiences” 
Mrs M Dhaliwal 
Headteacher
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                                                                            The Rector’s House
Situated in the idyllic setting of Paradise Coalbrookdale, this is an excellent, well appointed detached residence, built in 1973 to a very high standard.  It comprises of a garage, Study, kitchen, utility room, dining room, sitting room, downstairs WC, four bedrooms (3 of which have fitted wardrobes), bathroom and a large storage loft. 
There is a large garden which is predominantly lawn, and a garden shed. The rear garden is sloped and backs on to woodland. There is an abundance of wild life in the vicinity, with badgers, squirrels and foxes regular visitors to The Rectory.
Access to The Rectory is along a quiet narrow lane which runs parallel to the main road. There is ample parking at the property which easily accommodates 5 cars.
The Rectory is within easy walking distance of Holy Trinity Church, the Community Centre, Primary School, G.P and local shops and museum sites.
[image: ]
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                               IronBridge – Accounts Balance Sheet for the year ending 31st December 2020
	Current Assets 
	2020                 £
	2019                     £
	Excess/ Deficit to date
	2020
	2019

	Current Account
	3028.32
	957.02
	Starting Balance
	1507.06 (331.89)
	1507.06

	Savings Account
	229.02
	226.94
	Year end balance
	86513.80
	88513.80

	CBF Deposit Account
	81417.51
	83820.78
	Total Equity
	8464.85
	85006.74

	Total Current Assets
	84674.85
	85006.74
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Represented by funds.
	
	

	
	
	
	Unrestricted funds
	83810.85
	84483.74

	
	
	
	Restricted funds
	864.00
	

	
	
	
	Endowed funds
	00.00
	

	
	
	
	Total
	84674.85
	858.06.74

	
	
	
	
	
	



               
	Income
	2020              £
	
	Expenditure
	2020           £
	

	Total Incoming resources
	
	
	
	
	

	Unrestricted funds
	10949.13
	
	Unrestricted funds
	11622.03
	

	Restricted funds 
	1712.00
	
	Restricted funds
	1371.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gift Aid Tax refund
	1965.06
	
	
	
	

	Fund raising 
	320.00
	
	
	
	

	Gifts & Donations
	101.52
	
	
	
	

	Gift Day
	110.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



                                       
                          
                              Little Wenlock Accounts Balance sheet to year ending 31st December 2020
	Income from -  (£)
	Unrestricted Funds
	Restricted Funds
	2020 Total Funds 
	2019 Total Funds

	Donations/legacies
	4,546.27
	4.00
	4550.27
	6297.00

	Gift Aid tax refund
	3152.00
	
	3152.02
	

	Other
	1748.79
	500.00
	2248.79
	8082.00

	Investments
	28.35
	
	28.35
	500.00

	Total
	9457.43
	504.00
	9979.43
	14429.00

	Expenditure on Charitable activities
	
	
	
	

	Charitable activities
	11255.61
	674.00
	11929.61
	14940.00

	Net Income(Expe)
	(1808.53)
	(170.00)
	(1978.53)
	(511.00)

	Total Funds B/F
	4881.68
	3839.00
	8720.68
	10670.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Funds Available as of 31.12 2020
	
	
	
	

	 Current Account
 Balance  £2151.81
	
	
	
	

	Uncleared cheques
-  £419.00
	
	
	
	

	Balance 
	1723.81
	1723.81
	
	

	Deposit Account  Balance  £6987.87
	3148.87
	3839.00
	8720.68
	10687.00

	Total Funds
£8720.68
	
	
	
	



 

                        Coalbrookdale Balance Sheet to Year ending 31st December 2020

	
	(£)
	Excess /Deficit to date
	(£)
	
	

	Current Account
	5935.16
	Starting Balance
	(331.99)
3044.01
	
	

	Savings Account
	22678.00
	Year End Balance
	34106.62
	
	

	CBF Ordinary Account
	437.49
	TOTAL EQUITY
	31061.61
	
	

	CBF Fabric Account
	195.25
	Represented by
	
	
	

	CBF Church yard Account

	1483.92
	Unrestricted Funds
	8317.99
	
	

	TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 
	 £30729.82
	Restricted Funds
	22743.62
	
	

	
	
	
	£31061.61
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